
Origins and Effects of Rivalries Rooted in 

Ethnocentrism  
 
 
Ethnocentrism - “thinking one's own group's ways are superior to others” or “making false 
assumptions about others' ways based on our own limited experience” 
 

• between India and Pakistan 
o British leaves in 1947,  Pakistan is for Muslims;  India becomes a Democratic 

Republic 
o 1958 Pakistan has first military coup 
o India intervenes in East Pakistan on behalf of Bengalis against Pakistan - war in 

1971 resulting in the creation of Bangladesh 
o 1975 Indira Ghandi of India imposes State of Emergency, suspending civil rights 
o Kashmir area is claimed by both areas 
 

• between Israel and Arab nations 
o The Arab nations are represented by 21 separate countries. There is only one 

Jewish nation with a tiny country, Israel. The combined territories of Arab 
countries is 650 fold greater than Israel. Their population is 50 fold greater than 
Israel. The average per capita GDP in Arab countries is $3,700 versus $18,000 for 
Israel. This despite the fact that many Arab countries have world's richest oil 
resources. 

o The Arab nations initiated four wars against Israel: 1948 War of Independence, 
1956 Sinai War, 1967 Six Day War, and 1973 Yom Kippur War.  Israel defended 
itself each time and won. After each war Israeli army withdrew from most of the 
areas it captured. 

o Of the 175 United Nations Security Council resolutions passed before 1990, 97 
were directed against Israel. Of the 690 General Assembly resolutions voted on 
before 1990, 429 were directed against Israel. 

 
• between the diverse peoples of Indonesia (East Timor) 

o Portuguese colony for 300 years until Indonesia invaded in 1975;  declared to be 
27th province of Indonesia 

o 1999 East Timor held a referendum on becoming independent - massive 
Indonesian violence ensued 

o May 20th, 2002, the world’s newest country was created 
 


