
Globalization 
 
Consider the effects of globalization on modern culture in "developed" countries and on 
indigenous cultures. Use the internet to get information on this topic, and list the ways in which 
globalization has affected various cultures. Conclude by writing paragraphs assessing whether 
globalization is positive, negative, or a combination of positive and negative.  
 
Read National Geographic's Globalization feature, and take notes on globalization's impact 
around the world; view pictures of vanishing cultures, and consider the effects of globalization 
on these cultures; make charts listing the impacts of globalization on American, European, 
Japanese, and indigenous cultures; and write paragraphs explaining whether globalization is 
positive or negative.  
 

1. Do you know what globalization is? Have you noticed any effects of this phenomenon? 
Have you heard anyone talking about globalization?  

2. Visit National Geographic's Globalization site and read the text. Take notes on the effects 
of globalization that the author cites in this article. Which country's culture seems to be 
impacting the world the most? What does the author say about U.S. culture? How does 
she feel about globalization in general?  

3. Browse the Vanishing Cultures Photo Gallery and think about the effects of globalization 
on the cultures discussed.  

4. Divide into small groups, and make a four-column chart with "American culture" in the 
left heading, "European culture" and "Japanese culture" in the middle columns, and 
"Indigenous cultures" on the right. Define indigenous cultures as cultures like the ones 
you saw on the "Vanishing Cultures" site.  

5. List all the impacts you think globalization might have on these cultural groups. [Note: 
These groups are gross generalizations and there are really many cultural groups within 
each one.] List both positive and negative impacts and write a plus or minus sign next to 
each one. You may need to conduct some basic research on these cultures before making 
your lists.  

6. Compare and discuss your lists with other groups. What might be the pros and cons of 
globalization for the world's cultures? Do you agree with Erla Zwingle's statement that 
"globalization will give us new ways not only to appreciate other cultures more, but to 
look on our own with fresh wonder and surprise"? Do you think globalization will have 
the same type of impact on indigenous cultures?  

7. Write paragraphs answering the question "Is globalization a good thing, a bad thing, or a 
combination of good and bad?" Provide specific examples from your research.  

8. List all the ways that globalization has affected you personally. Write short paragraphs 
explaining whether you think these changes are positive or negative.  

 


