
Developed v. Developing Countries: 

Ways of Seeing 
 
 
You now have a pre-conceived notion of what it means to be a "developed" or a "developing" 
country from the previous activity.  Your opinions are based on their own experiences and 
frames of reference.  Know that your point of view can alter your perception, and that point of 
view is dependent on your own experiences and what you know from other sources. 
 

1. Watch the final scene from Men in Black where the camera begins by looking at the 
collar worn by the cat and zooms out until the Earth becomes simply a marble with which 
an alien is playing.  Pause the movie randomly as the zooming occurs.  What do you 
“see” in each frame? 

 
2. Look at the images provided in class.  Write down what you see below each image.  

THEN, engage in a class discussion about what everyone saw in those images. 
 

3. Read the article on paradigms below.  Share any similar experiences where you have 
made an assumption based on your experiences, and then found out that your assumption 
was incorrect.   

 
Paradigms 
 
We all have biases, even though we may not be aware of them.  Where do our biases originate?  
Paradigms are the rules and conditions we use to understand those things we perceive.  
Everything that happens to us is 
processed by our brain and related to 
our own life experiences.   
 
Different people may view a situation 
in different ways, depending on their 
paradigms.  For example, a hunter sees 
a forest as a good place to hunt game.  
A forester assesses a forest for its 
resource potential.  A farmer considers 
the forest as an obstacle that must be 
cleared before the land can be used for 
field crops.  A city dweller may 
appreciate the forest for its natural 
beauty.  Thus each person has a 
different paradigm about forests. 
 



Sometimes it is impossible for us to see other people’s points of view because we do not 
understand their perspectives and experiences.  A situation may become controversial as a result 
of people’s different paradigms (e.g. seal pelt harvest v. animal slaughter). 
Often, society at large will change its paradigm on a certain issue in a relatively short period of 
time.  In North America before World War II, women were expected to get married, stay at 
home, and raise children.  Today, the paradigm has changed.  Women are no longer expected to 
remain at home.  Instead, they are encouraged to seek a lifestyle of their own choosing, whether 
it be within the home or in the business world. 
 

4. Write down what of the following words means to you:  girls, boys, freedom, race     
How do we form "prejudice" or bias about people and places, and why do people from 
different places or cultures might have different prejudices or bias? 

 
5. Analyze the chart below and determine your own personal position based on the 

definitions and examples used in class.  Write a one-page position paper that explains 
your position, giving personal examples. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



                  
 
 
 
 

         
 
 
 
 

                     


